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Program Notes: For Saxophone and A System

 I have been striving to create a software instrument that allows me to simultaneously 

perform as a laptopist and saxophonist in a natural, flexible, and expressive way. While For 

Saxophone and A System may be only the first step towards fully realizing this goal, it achieves a 

basic level integration of the two sound worlds and creates a performance setting that allows for 

sonic exploration and an extension of the saxophone vocabulary.

 “The System” is a simple switch-controlled amplification gate. The amplification switches 

on and off at a rate and progression predetermined by the performer. In the original realization of 

this piece the rate of on/off accelerates over the course of seven minutes. The projection mirrors 

the state of the amplification. As the amplification accelerates the system begins to feedback as a 

result of the close proximity of the microphone to the speaker. The frequency and timbre of the 

feedback is shaped by the notes fingered on the saxophone, the shape of the players mouth, the 

acoustic material, and the position of the microphone to the bell of the saxophone. The feedback 

is an unpredictable yet malleable aspect of the piece. The performer is provided with specific 

material to play, many of the performance decisions are left to her/his judgement and 

improvisation.

 For Saxophone and A System, utilizes loosely scored extended saxophone techniques 

idiomatic of free improvisation and the Avant-garde and is an example of my experiments in 

manipulating the denotative and connotative environment of music. The incorporated electronic 

feedback suggests installation art or noise music, and the minimal video draws from the world of 

sound art and flicker films.
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